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Abstract

Introduction

Environmental disasters have increasingly emerged as one of the major
global challenges, and this has led to a great deal of attention being paid to
the impacts and consequences of these disasters beyond national borders. In
the current era, understanding and analyzing the relationship between the
environment and international law has gained particular importance,
especially in the context of third-party state intervention in environmental
crises and disasters. Such a situation creates a need to examine the
conditions for legal intervention by states in response to environmental
disasters. The aim of the present study, which is expressed in a descriptive-
analytical manner, is to examine the conditions and legal frameworks in
which states can intervene in response to environmental disasters in another

Please cite this article as:

Norouzi, M (2026). State Intervention in Environmental Crises: From the Principle of Non-
Intervention to Global Solidarity for Environmental Protection. Journal of Legal Studies, 18(3),
549-594. doi: https://10.22099/JL.S.2025.53633.5349

" Corresponding author:
E-mail address: m.norouzi@basu.ac.ir

Copyright: C 2026 by the authors. Submitted for possible open access publication under the terms and conditions
By of the Creative Commons Attribution (CC BY) license (https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/).


https://orcid.org/0000-0001-7742-3480
https://doi.org/10.22099/jls.2025.53633.5349
https://doi.org/10.22099/jls.2025.53633.5349
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-7742-3480
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-7742-3480

Soudies

State Intervention in Environmental Crises: From the Principle ... Meisam Norouzi 550

country without the use of force. Given the various aspects of environmental
disasters and their transnational impacts, the concept of common concern of
humanity and the principle of do no harm are examined as key tools for
addressing these challenges. The findings of the study show that the
principle of do no harm and the concept of common concern of humanity
can actually lead to a reduction in the scope of exclusive jurisdiction of
states. The reduction of jurisdiction, especially in situations where
environmental disasters have transboundary and threatening consequences,
allows states to intervene in response to these situations. Based on these
results, the actions of states in response to environmental disasters can be
legitimate under the principle of non-intervention and will be justified not
only from moral but also from legal aspects.

Methods

This research has been conducted using a descriptive-analytical approach.
The collection of information in the present research was carried out using
the document-library method, including available books and articles.

Results and Discussion

Since environmental disasters can severely affect human and ecological
security, governments need to seriously consider practical measures and
intervention strategies whenever there is a threat to the environment and,
consequently, human security. Therefore, this study has attempted to identify
the type of interventions that can be effective and sustainable, based on
historical experiences and international cooperation. In addition to principles
such as do no harm and common concern of humanity, other legal rules and
concepts should also be relevant to intervention in environmental crises,
emphasizing the importance of international mediation and cooperation. In
many cases, third countries should not only observe the status quo but should
also actively take action in areas that can help improve the environmental
situation.

Conclusions

In particular, the principle of do no harm reduces the scope of domestic
jurisdiction by restricting the freedom of states to engage in activities that
could significantly harm the territory of another state. The common concern
of humanity can achieve the same effect, but its impact remains ambiguous
due to the lack of clear normative and operational consequences. States often
resort to self-help measures, such as retaliation and countermeasures, to
change the course of another state. These are well-established and accepted
practices under international law and among states themselves.
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Environmental intervention can be described as a retaliatory measure if the
intervention is lawful under the principle of non-intervention. In situations
where environmental intervention violates the principle of non-intervention,
the intervention may be justified as a countermeasure. Consequently, the
reduction of the scope of domestic jurisdiction and self-help measures are
the circumstances in which environmental intervention can occur lawfully.
Although the scope of domestic jurisdiction and coercion are cumulative
elements, it is desirable that both elements be met for environmental
intervention to be legitimate. States should refrain from intervening in any
environmental matter, even in cases that are clearly outside the scope of
domestic jurisdiction.
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