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Abstract

When a religion is officially endorsed and supported by a government, it
takes on a formal role within the state. This means that religion becomes
more than just a personal belief system; it becomes a state-sanctioned
institution. However, a state with an official religion is not necessarily a
theocracy where all aspects of governance are based on religious doctrine
The existence of an official religion in a country's constitution shapes the
boundaries of citizens' freedoms, depending on the government's
understanding of democracy and its relationship to religion. In other words,
religion, as a cultural system, influences a state's political and legal systems
Given that constitutions are fundamental documents that both protect
citizens' rights and define the limits of government power, they provide the
most explicit examples of how states interact with religion. Different countries
have adopted varying approaches to the relationship between state and
religion, reflecting different understandings of freedom, the government's right
to establish an official religion, and the freedom of conscience.
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In the modern world, the trend towards secularism and the increasing
emphasis on human rights have led to a movement towards minimal
government intervention in citizens' lives. However, theocratic states often
pursue maximum state intervention, promoting religious teachings and
values throughout society.

It is also crucial to consider the rights of religious minorities when
discussing the role of an official religion. The concept of religious minorities
has emerged in political discourse and legal literature, reflecting the
importance of ensuring fair treatment for all citizens, regardless of their
religious beliefs.

The Iranian Constitution officially recognizes Islam as the state religion
and designates Twelver Shi'ism as the official Islamic sect. This has created
a unique political and legal framework that differs from many other states.
This research examines the impact of religion on both the political and legal
spheres, demonstrating that official religions today have evolved beyond
their traditional roles. In many countries with official religions, religion is
seen as a higher authority that can be used to interpret and evaluate laws.
This has led to a new hierarchy of norms, where religious principles often
take precedence over secular laws.

Key questions addressed in this research: What is the relationship
between religion and the state in contemporary societies ? How does the
concept of an "official religion" impact the rights and freedoms of
citizens?What is the role of religion in the Iranian legal system, and how
does it influence the country's governance?

Methodology

The research employs a descriptive-analytical approach, using a combination
of historical analysis and legal research. The study examines various
interpretations of the concept of "official religion” and explores the
implications of this concept for the Iranian legal system.

Key findings

The relationship between religion and state is complex and multifaceted.

The concept of an official religion has significant implications for citizens'
rights and freedoms.

In Iran, the official status of Islam has had a profound impact on the
country's legal system and governance.

The role of religion in the Iranian legal system is constantly evolving, and
there is ongoing debate about the appropriate balance between religious and
secular principles.

Keywords: Freedom of religion, religious minorities, theocratic
government, official religion, Islamic law.
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1 Religious Tolerance
2. Minority/ Minorities
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1. Paradigm
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bl 056 ale s e DA SMe e S bl b el (g e Sl s Jle el
AB9 o L 7 Olnl Sl () 40
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o S Ol Dddesly Sl ea L aes LS 0SS seem i petle e il e 15l 6l 3
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sl O Kl 6,208 5 s 3 s e lacls e 4 Jlxl (55,0 s
s o oslil Sl oy Ol glay i8S b 5l LS ltle s

ol (sl 28 1-4-2
Olgeas OF 51 &S ol (Glojliley odlal glay S 5 55 o slg Lyl G
03 s e ks By bl g sl o b e uelgs e (e
s el O3 Tl 535S 53 5l s e LS el S Ol o
03,5 &l 555 Ll gl L Sl s o p 1 (s Ol o
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rolas Oler 03 Gllas ool S35 ol e Olpear (ade 5 205 malid 51 J=
bl 056 55 ey o3 s 4z ST 3l (Fox, 2008: 227) 345 o antlis
Sz calde 5 0Ll ol S5 ((San b e a5 e b g8 W 4 bl ool
S bl B g 5 ey o 3 Sile Cu il L e @3l
635055 35 Olebus 328 0 5855 Olpeas 51 Sl 035 e

BEUBY X SN| ERGIV SNSRI RPN ET wﬁj\ﬂj YRR S AT AR T W)

oo bl Bl Ayl Al B oSl ez (1992) (oo ga Do bl 056 xia fol 1
Oy o 53 e 5 o 6331 Cnds s =3 2

2013 Report on International Religious Freedom: Saudi Arabia". state.gov.

Washington, D.C.: United States Department of State. 28 July 2014. Archived from

the original on 18 January 2023. Retrieved 12 February 2020.

3. Article 3(1) of Malaysia, the Federal Constitution: (1) Islam is the religion of the

Federation; but other religions may be practiced in peace and harmony in any part of
the Federation.
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Cade 55 LS 3 el 03 S ool el Olome S 1y (550 e (Lo sl
ijm )j,..s QL».JLG JS )\ Loy 9 s Conr ) u”sﬁ‘UJ‘ E) LSjjj
GldS (Ll 5 53 S J=,5 (Doe, 20111 10) 545 0 OLil=s, ud Gla i) el

Lsuu;jjﬂi.r* A 5 5iS bl ey cade g3 sl AL LS Ol

1. Article 29 (1) Indonesia constitution (1945): “the state shall be based on the belief
in the one and only God.”

2. active state religions

3. religious tax collection
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(Hirschl, 2010: 29) CoaldlS () se i en 5 PO (SLlS o)

PateeV G ol 51 023 03,5 W eyl )l 4 Lasetin J1,aS s Ll
Haarsche, ) Coud OLSS s ol 5 Lyl assbosl glaj piS cdls o syls ool S
3505, 3] e 4 0,0 pl gla, 43S 5 A bl il kL Ll (2021: 34
Sl p D3 minlod Sl st (BJb o 2 e adY) 3 Bk
L (Gl p S Olsie b 0T 5188 ol oo (glognd ioldo 4 catonsY ¢ sehe
s ausl b Slb uST (Cross, 2015: 45) 555 o oL ol 5 it atensY
N I~ ERUC A PP R
5 a4 Sz anil b das (FOX, 2008: 135) 555 Dbl 528 ol sl sl
s (Haarsche, 2021: 28) das o5 ol o5 glaslg 5 s 3l ol 4y lall
02,8 b bl s pallie eser (Rl b s Slasall s e
bl slacals (w S 5 s S S8 b Gl n (s pper S
Syde M Ll gla, i8S Kos 5l i adl b JleS> s oo

3l Soslite 3 Sy aw ey o BU obsl slaysiS bl ol
W8us ol s .w\“u&, R &&uj e 355 5 s 1iles S
Colam (eade Hsah S 51 Ll adlls ey s o5l o el A gs
(e o 4 ool Do Gl Sl el 056 Sleryiead Jool Jle gl S o
s cennslemr ool Blas 5 anils ol 1 seam iy Sl sotdbe 45 50 515l
5,555, (FOX, 2008: 123) ol 03 S p3le s polle gl azmn gy olansl 4 |

1. “Supreme governor” of the Church of England
2. Laicité

3. Hostile

4. Moderate separation
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(Zucca, 2012: 117) sl il 5

)JSJlS 4&‘&-&.3

Coble Siea 5 ol 5ys5ken Oy lms 3 S sS 5eb 5l i B &S s
s Ol 4 ladauly slaslg 31 S Olgea O lacdgs W 51
03 sy Sl b gl s bogas S uile b glalauls slaslg sls aslsl
(2> sslg (o s e 33 Glasslsl 5l Colem g 5L 5 analr
035 53k (Cross, 2015: 20) Lz slgips o ladlesle 4 O fods b b 2l
ozl s JS1 Slenad 5 Ol et iledadl s Gl mle 4l 8
SLiass 3l ol 03 Ll edd S5 dbauls Olgea s ol glas SOE
e a4l 5 plaadl bile Olpear dxlos 5 Ll (o ldansls

1. Hybrid approach
2. Near full separation
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3> CS e ol eI 5 rer sletel elSeysE bt sl 4l
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Ol 5 sl S ool ol o 4 olaes 5 (Emon, 20120 107) )

1. Social capital
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6. Legitimacy source
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