ﬁ Academic Journal of

Legal Studies

ISC
ISSN: 2008-7926

Role of the King in Selecting the Prime Minister and
Ministers in the Iranian Constitution of 1906-1907

Seyed Naser Soltani*

Abstract

The role of the King in selecting the Prime Minister and ministers in the
Iranian Constitution of 1906-1907 is the focus of this study. Prior to the
victory of constitutionalism and the formulation of the Constitution, efforts
were made to establish a cabinet, with chancellors appointed by Naser al-Din
Shah Qajar and subsequent rulers to govern the country. The King's
involvement in choosing the chancellor and ministers had a significant
impact, as reflected in the constitutional law. However, the constitutionalist
government, with the Parliament as its main institution, played an active role
in overseeing the executive branch. Conversely, the King, as a non-
responsible body in the constitutionalist government, had to distance himself
from governance and restrain his authority. Given its historical background
in Iran, the monarchy sought to maintain its political superiority by
interpreting the constitution differently and exerting influential interference
in the selection of ministers. This dynamic has undergone changes from the
Qajar period to the Pahlavi era and beyond.

This article aims to demonstrate the existence of such precedents in Iran's
constitutional rights and to provide real cases and examples of the role played
by the country's leader in appointing officials in the executive branch, even if
not explicitly stated in the laws. The documentary evidence presented in this
article substantiates the role of the country's leader in the selection of ministers
and prime ministers. The challenges associated with this issue within the legal
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system become apparent when examining the political practices resulting from
such procedures. The study delves into each period, exploring the role of the
Parliament in ministerial selection during the Qajar era, the King's personal
decision-making in the first Pahlavi era, and the diminishing role of the
Parliament in the second Pahlavi era, when constitutional governance rules
were observed from August 1941 to July 1953.

The tradition of kings choosing chancellors and ministers in pre-
constitutional systems influenced the inclusion of such decision-making
powers in the constitutional laws. In the establishment of the Supreme Court
during the reign of Mirza Husayn Khan, it was stated that the appointment
and dismissal of the chancellor was solely at the discretion of the King, and
the appointment of ministers was subject to the chancellor's appointment by
the decree of the King. This distinction between the monarchy and the
government was highlighted in the Supreme Court Bill, emphasizing the role
of the chancellor as the head of the government responsible for all
government departments. Early treatises promoting constitutionalism also
recognized the king's power in appointing and dismissing government
officials. However, in the constitutional monarchy, this role was redefined in
relation to other principles and underwent significant changes.

The establishment of the Grand Court aimed to separate the monarchy
from the government, with "consultation of ministers" being a prerequisite.
The Prime Minister was to oversee the entirety of the government in the
presence of the King, while ministers held responsibility in their respective
branches under the chancellor. These provisions sought to delineate the
authority and competence of each entity, although some brevity and
ambiguity remain. Nevertheless, the intention behind these provisions is
discernible.
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